Against All Odds: Mache’s Tale to Tell

On a blustery cold February afternoon, Grace Froelich, the director of Animal Rescue, Inc., found a tiny, emaciated calico kitty lying in a filthy heap. Gently gathering the small cat in her arms, Grace placed her in the van and headed back to the rescue.  


Once at the rescue, staff took her temperature, finding it to be below normal.  The little calico cat was placed inside our incubator, set to a toasty 95F, to warm her cold body and started on fluids and antibiotics for her severe cold.  She was offered food but would have nothing to do for it.  From there, the only thing we could do was wait to see if her body temperature would raise enough for her to become stable.  

Over the next couple of days, her body temperature did regulate back to normal. Deeming her stable enough to be bathed, she received her first much needed bath (to her dismay, only her first of many)! Previously she had been caked with dirt and newspaper.  She looked like an art project gone wrong. This is where she got her name: Mache!  

Even though her body temperature had regulated itself, and she seemed to be on the upswing, she was still not interested in eating.  It was decided she needed a feeding tube. While we she was under anesthesia for the feeding tube to be placed, we also drew her blood to test for feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) and feline leukemia virus (FeLV). The surgery went well, but when we ran the test we found her to be positive for FIV, the feline version of HIV.


Seeming to have all odds stacked against her – the positive diagnose of HIV, the severe upper respiratory infection, and her lack of interest in eating – Animal Rescue staff refused to give up hope, knowing that if only she could overcome her sickness, Mache could be a bright and loving girl. Medical staff diligently fed her through her feeding tube every three to four hours, gave her antibiotics, and kept her on fluids.  

Finally, after days of tender care, Mache showed a spark of life. She loved being shown attention and petted. She began raising her head whenever someone approached her cage, waiting for a gentle hand to be run along her back and under her chin. 

After two weeks of being tube fed, it had to be removed or else risk infection. At the same time, staff thought that maybe she was stressed because she wasn’t used to being in a cage, so Mache moved to a room with our other FIV positive residents.  


Finally, she started to thrive! She began coming over at afternoon snack time (yes, some of our cats are a little spoiled), taking a few licks here and there. Deciding that this wasn’t such a bad life after all, Mache regained her appetite for not just food, but life as well.

Now she spends her days lounging on the deck, scarfing down whatever food is put in front of her, and cuddling with her special friend Burr, a handsome, black FIV + kitty with cancer.


Never wanting to give up hope or euthanize before an animal’s time, we here at Animal Rescue will work tirelessly to ensure we are doing everything in our power to give that animal the chance they so deserve. Mache is just one of many animals lucky enough to make it to our doorstep. Without our donors’ faithful support, we could not continue to do the amazing, life-changing work that means so much to the animals that are on the receiving end of it.  Please consider donating – $5, $25, $50, every bit helps – to help these wonderful creatures that depend on us so dearly for not only the necessities of life such as shelter, food, and medical care, but also endearing words and warm cuddles. Together we DO make a difference, one small but significant, vibrant life at a time.
